
  

Nationa

Energ

Dear mem
Washingt
assistance
  
Summer A
Capitol H
LIHEAP 
  
The meeti
amid the u
LIHEAP. 
  
While the
Stovall pa
planned to
could resu
states to r
  
Also takin
Mark Wo
Willie Wh
Arizona C
Policy Ad
Minnesota
  
Ms. Mend
Katrina an
financial p
avoid disc
The other
to the LIH

Become a Fac
reports

stories an
LIHE

al Fuel Fun

gy Safet

mber: Summe
on on August

e program. 

Action Day p
Hill staff memb

for the next fi

ings were con
uneasiness ov
(See LIHEA

e Summer Act
articipated in 
o emphasize t
ult in the loss 
educe the num

ng part in the 
lfe, executive
hitehead, Sect
Community A
dvisor, Maine
a Department

dez told repor
nd relocated t
problems that
connection. 
r participants 
HEAP program

NFFN IS NOW

ebook friend of N
s on LIHEAP legis
nd other great opp
EAP and charitabl

nds Networ

y Net B

r LIHEAP Ac
t 2 to urge Co

articipants to
bers as we co

fiscal year. 

nducted in the
ver how the n

AP section belo

tion Day supp
a conference 
that energy as
of cooling as

mbers of peop

conference c
e director of th
tion Chief, En

Action Agency
 Housing; and
t of Commerc

rters how she 
to Arkansas w
t left her unab

in the media c
ms in their sta

W ON FACEBOO

NFFN for up-to- da
slation, events, ne
ortunities to supp
le energy assistan

rk  

ulletin #

Aug

ction Day bro
ongress to app

ok part in mo
ontinue our ef

e wake of the 
ew legislation
ow.) 

porters were m
call with the 

ssistance is a 
ssistance in m
ple receiving 

all were Nora
he National E
nergy Divisio
y Association
d John Harva
ce. 

had been disp
with her three 
ble to pay her

call talked ab
ates.  Ms. Zw

OK! 

ate
ews 
ort 
ce.

 
 

# 173 

202 82

gust 8, 2011
  

ought over 60
prove $5.1 bil

ore than 100 m
fforts to avert 

tense debate 
n mandating c

moving aroun
media.  Stov
year round ne

many states. In
or the size of

a Mendez, a f
Energy Assist
on, State of A
n; Jo-Ann Cho
anko, director

placed from h
children.  Af

r utility bills a

bout how deva
wick said that A

1010 Vermo
Was

24-0638 (fax), 202
Email: info@na

Website: www.na

0 NFFN memb
llion in fundin

meetings with
the proposed

over increasi
cuts in govern

nd Capitol Hi
all explained 
eed and that c
n addition, the
f heating or co

former LIHEA
tance Director

Alabama, Cynt
oate, Chairwo
r, Office of En

her home in M
fter moving to
and assistance

astating the p
Arizona is a s

 

ont Ave., NW, #71
hington, DC 2000
2 824-0660 (phone
ationalfuelfunds.or
ationalfuelfunds.or

bers and LIH
ng for the fed

h Senators, Re
d 50 percent c

ing the federa
nment spendi

ll, NFFN Boa
that Summer

cuts to the pro
e proposed cu
ooling grants

AP recipient f
rs Association
thia Zwick, e
oman of NEA
nergy Assista

Mississippi by
o Arkansas sh
e through LIH

roposed fund
state where en

 

  

  
18 
05 
e) 
rg  
rg 

  

  

HEAP support
deral energy 

epresentatives
cut in funding

al debt ceiling
ing would affe

ard Chairman
r Action Day 
ograms funds
uts would forc
. 

from Arkansa
n (NEADA); 
xecutive dire

ADA and Ener
ance Programs

y hurricane 
he faced a ser
HEAP helped 

ding cuts wou
nergy assistan

ters to 

s and 
g for 

g and 
fect 

n Tom 
was 

s 
ce 

as; 

ctor 
rgy 
s, 

ries of 
her 

ld be 
nce is 



needed year round and any cuts to the LIHEAP would greatly reduce the effectiveness of the program. 
Mr. Whitehead stressed the importance of summer cooling aid, and Mr. Harvanko discussed the need for 
a consistent funding stream to making planning easier.  Ms. Choate pointed out that heating fuel costs 
were still very high thereby reducing the effectiveness of LIHEAP grants.  
  
To view Chairman Stovall’s Summer Action Day statement click on the following link 
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/National-Fuel-Funds-Network/133167773648.  
  
In Connecticut, NFFN member Operation Fuel joined with state legislators and other LIHEAP supporters 
to hold a news conference calling on Congress to approve $5.1 billion for LIHEAP.  Pat Wrice, Operation 
Fuel’s executive director said Connecticut could lose as much as $57 million in funding if cuts were 
approved by Congress. Operation Fuel timed the press conference to coincide with Summer LIHEAP 
Action Day.  
  
To view a video of the Connecticut event click here 
http://cafca.imageworksllc.com/viewPost.cfm?postID=165.  
  
On National Night Out, also August 2, Community Action of Minneapolis held a “Save LIHEAP” rally 
where supporters of the federal energy assistance program urged their Congressional delegation to 
support $5.1 billion in funding for LIHEAP.   
  
The next NFFN LIHEAP Action Day is scheduled for February 15, 2012.  
    

LIHEAP 
  

·         Legislation providing funding for LIHEAP and other government programs has been delayed by 
the debate over increasing the government’s debt ceiling.  Mark-ups of the Health and Human Services 
appropriations bill scheduled for August have been postponed and Congress will not return to session 
until after Labor Day. 
The new fiscal year begins October 1, and sources on Capitol Hill have indicated that it is unlikely that 
the Congress could complete work on the appropriations bills before then.  The sources said this situation 
raises the likelihood that Congress would pass a continuing resolution to fund government programs on a 
short term basis until the appropriations bills could be passed. 
  
The possibility of a continuing resolution further muddles the funding situation for LIHEAP. Under a 
continuing resolution, funding for LIHEAP could be set at the FY 2011 level of $4.7 billion or the 
Congress could choose another figure. We will continue to monitor this situation. 
  
Adding to the confusion over LIHEAP funding is the legislation increasing the federal debt ceiling.  This 
bill includes major cuts in federal spending but it is unclear exactly how the cuts will impact LIHEAP.   
  
An analysis of the legislation prepared by the Center on Budget Policy and Priorities for can be found at 
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=3557. 
  

LIHEAP Advocacy 
·         The New England Fuel Institute has established a website through which you can send a message 
to your Congressional delegation urging them to support $5.1 billion in funding for LIHEAP.  The site 
can be found at http://capwiz.com/nefi/issues/alert/?alertid=31158511. 
  
·         The Coalition to Keep Michigan Warm has launched a new website designed to increase and 
support its advocacy for LIHEAP.  The site contains information about LIHEAP, news clips, and 



information about how to contact Congress to voice your support for LIHEAP.  The new site can be 
found at http://www.coalitiontokeepmichiganwarm.com/.  
  
·         www.supportliheap remains open, with a direct line to Congress, to express support for $5.1 billion 
for LIHEAP in FY 2012 

  
State Court Rulings 

  
·         A Michigan Appeals Court has ruled that the state Public Service Commission no longer has the 
authority to make gas customers pay for a program that helps low income households pay their gas bills.   
The ruling came in a suit filed by former Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox and the Association of 
Business Advocating Tariff Equity that challenged a surcharge on customers of Michigan Consolidated 
Gas and other utilities that was used to fund the Low Income and Energy Efficiency Fund.  
In 2010, the fund paid out nearly $90 million to help low income households pay their gas bills and make 
their home more energy efficient.   
  
A spokesman for the Commission said the agency is studying the ruling to determine the implications for 
the fund and what steps the Commission may take next. 
  
George Coling, Executive Director 
National Fuel Funds Network 
1010 Vermont Ave., NW  Suite 718 
Washington, DC 20005 
202-824-0660 
www.nationalfuelfunds.org 


